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Kumarila expounds a different view. He, showing
himself a greater realist than the Nyaya-Vaisesikas, goes a
step further. In order to show the pre-dominence of exter-
nal objects, he asserts that cognition cannot be cognised
perceptually, but is merely inferred through its effect. He
contends that it cannot apprehended itself white it is busy
in apprehending an object. Though it is of illuminating
nature, yet it depends upon "something else for its own
manifestation. Just as the visual organ can manifest colour,
but cannot manifest itself, so a cognition can manifest an
object, but not itself. Its power of illumination is exhausted
in manifesting an external object".6 Then the question
arises, what is that something else (anyat) which illumines
the cognition ? That thing is 'manifestedness' or 'cognl-
sedness' (prakarata or jnatata), which after the manifesta-
tion of the object, is produced in that object as its new
property.

The process is like this, "when an object comes in
contact with the sense, the knowledge of that object is
produced in the soul. That knowledge being formless and
not self-luminous, cannot be directly perceived, but pro-
duces a new quality called 'manifestedness' in the object-
It is from this quality the knowledge is inferred".7 In this
connection we may refer to one sarcastic remark of Jayanta
Bhatta against the jnatata theory of Kumarila. He says,
"fearing whom, alas, have these Vedic scholars (srotriyah)
developed such a defeatist mentality".8

Against this strong realistic attitude of KumariSa,
Prabhakara, under the influence of Budbhism, takes a bold
step and expounds his famous theory of triputi-samvit'
according to which samvit (consciousness) being of self-
luminous character, cognises the three factors simultane-
ously. They are i) it cognises the object, ii) it cognises
itself, and in) it also cognises the knower (the soul), and
hence theory is called tr/putf-'samv/t or tripartite percep-
tion.9

The Buddhists, they are the Vaibhasikas, the Sau-
trantikas or the Idealists, are unanimous on this point that